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pandemic
in Oxford
VIOLET JIRA
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HG BIGGS
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Oxford athletes Sam Kendricks and Shelby McEwen are preparing for Olympic appearances in the men’s pole vault and men’s high
jump. The Oxford community turned out in force to show support for their Olympians the evening of Friday, July 16.
See pg. 4-5.

Women’s basketball team to
assist with school supply drive

JACOB MEYERS

thedmnews@gmail.com

The Visit Oxford tourism
office will hold a back to school
event on Aug. 3 on the Square
for Lafayette and Oxford school
districts. The back-to-school
event will host the University
women’s basketball team and
a meet and greet with Head
Coach Yolett McPhee-McCuin.
Visit Oxford will also hold a
school supply drive to benefit
the local school districts. Following the meet and greet and
supply drive, there will be a
double decker bus tour. By donating school supplies, attendees can secure a ticket for the
bus tour.
The event will be held from
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in front of the
city hall area and Square Books
junior sidewalk. The meet and
greet with coach Yo and the
basketball team will be from 2
p.m. to 3 p.m. and the double
decker bus tour will follow beginning at 3 p.m.

FILE PHOTO: JOHN BYRUM / ICON SPORTSWIRE

Yolett McPhee-McCuin head coach of the womens basketballl team will be at the School supply Drive on
Aug. 3 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m..

City, county and university
officials
met
with
the
state’s top health official on
Wednesday to coordinate and
discuss the rise in coronavirus
cases locally as the fourth
wave hits Mississippi.
“It is hitting right now.
We are in the very beginning
stages of it,” said Jimmy
Allgood, the director of
emergency management for
the city of Oxford.
“We’ve seen our average
case numbers go up in
the past few weeks and
we’re attributing that to
two factors,” he says. “Low
vaccination rates statewide,
but also the Delta variant is
more contagious. So, we are
very concerned about this.”
On July 19, Lafayette
county reported 24 new
cases of coronavirus, the
most in a single day since
March according to The New
York Times’ coronavirus
dashboard. 19 more cases
were reported the following
day bringing the seven-day
average to nine. This time in
June the seven-day average
was two, an increase of
350 percent.
“Football
season
is
coming. All these people are
coming to town so we have
no reason to expect that it will
not get worse,” Allgood said.
Fall semester at the
University of Mississippi is
set to commence on Aug. 23.
The first home football game
is scheduled for Sep. 11, where
Vaught-Hemmingway
will
be operating at full capacity.
Currently, the University
will not require vaccinations
to return to campus, but
will be requiring masks for
unvaccinated individuals.
“It brings people from
all over the country into the
city and into the county.
They’re bringing not only
the Delta variant but also
the other variants which is
another possibility,” he said.
“We know it’s going to be a
concern. That’s the reason
we’re doing another big push
on getting vaccinated.”
Currently, 45 percent of
Lafayette County residents
are
vaccinated.
Allgood
emphasized that the rise in
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cases is still cause for concern,
as the county has yet to
achieve vaccination rates that
constitute herd immunity.
“We’re about 3rd in the
state for total vaccinations,
but overall, as a state and as a
county we’re low,” he said. “We
need to be above 50 percent,
closer to 70 percent.”

The city does not have plans
to alter current coronavirus
restrictions or instate new
ones, but they are monitoring
the situation closely.
“Whether we roll back to
shutting stuﬀ down? That
is to be seen. It’s hard to go
back and shut things down.
We’re not even talking about

shutting things down,” he says.
“That’s the reason we’re closely
monitoring everything--so we
have good information when
the decisions need to be made.”
Allgood recommends that
everyone employ common
sense to keep themselves and
others safe.
“If you are not vaccinated,
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and you go to a large social
gathering. Wear a mask. Use
your hand sanitizer. Observe
social distancing,” he said. “If
you are vaccinated, and you go
to a large gathering, it may be
wise to take extra precautions
and also wear a mask.”
Allgod
suggested
that
anyone who is eligible should

get vaccinated.
“We could cut the head of
this fourth wave by people going
and getting vaccinated,” he
said. “That is the key factor on
breaking this thing. We’ve got
to get the herd immunity and
the key to that is vaccinations.”

sell something | find a home | post a job

RECYCLE YOUR

DM

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 21 JULY 2021 | PAGE 3

Local farmers face uncertain harvest
MEREDYTH VON SEELEN

price for soybeans per bushel
is $10.90. An acre of corn is
equivalent to about 135 bushels,
and an acre of soybeans is
around 47.4 bushels.
“After the horrific year last
year, farmers are desperate
to have a financially positive
2021,” said Brian Mabry, the
deputy director for creative
development of the USDA.
“2020 saw some of the worst
prices for crops and sales in
a very long time, and many
farmers are still feeling the
eﬀects.”
Several
local
farmers’
properties sit adjacent to Sardis
Lake and the heavy rainfall
caused overﬂow ﬂooding to
seep into their crops. Both
corn and soybean fields were
aﬀected and some crops sat in
six inches of excess standing
water.
Both corn and soybeans can
continue to survive underwater
for up to 48 hours, but are
sensitive to excess rainfall.
After 48 hours, corn will begin
to wilt and turn yellow and
the crop can develop a disease
known as ‘Crazy Top.’ Soybeans
require more water than corn
to ﬂourish, but after 4-6 days
underwater the crop will begin
to die.
“Farming is a constant
battle between man and mother
nature. We never know exactly
what will happen, and farmers
are consistently forced to find
solutions to unannounced
problems they did not create,”
said Mabry.
Prior to the historic rainfall
in Oxford in early June, most
local corn and soybean farmers
had already planted their
entire crop in April and May.
Many farmers who grow either
primarily corn or soybeans
alternate the two plants and do
not grow many other crops.
“Where we sit next to
Sardis, if we get any heavy
rainfall we will experience
ﬂooding. Normally it doesn’t
rise so high that it aﬀects the
crops, but this year it did,”
said Libscomb. “We had to go
into the fields and drill holes
with the hope that it would be
enough to drain the water away
from the crops, I will not know
how badly this will hurt our

harvest for another few weeks.”
The USDA does provide
economic relief to farmers
suﬀering from natural disasters
and weather emergencies,
but the process can take
months. Currently, the USDA
has not announced plans for
financial assistance to farmers
who
experienced
ﬂooding
throughout the South East and
Texas.

“We won’t really have much
of an idea as to how bad of a hit
this will be until it comes time
to harvest,” said Hatcher. “I
know I will lose at least some
of my crop due to the rain, and
even when it’s a little it still
hurts the farm.”
Since the downpour in
June, rainfall amount and
frequency has steadied in the
month of July allowing the

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
EDITORIAL staff

CATHERINE JEFFERS
sports editor

MICAH CRICK
assistant design editor

S. Gale denley
student media center

MADDY QUON
editor-in-chief

RUBY DRAAYER
assistant sports editor

ARIANNA SWENSEN
online editor

JACOB MEYERS
managing editor

HG BIGGS
photo editor

CAROLINE BEACH
news editor

LONDYN LORENZ
opinion editor

When it is decided that The Daily
Mississippian will take an editorial stance
on an issue, the following positions will
make decisions as the Editorial Board:
editor-in-chief, managing editor, copy
chief, sports editor and opinion editor.

BRITTANY KOHNE
assistant news editor

KATE KIMBERLIN
arts and culture editor

VIOLET JIRA

VANESSA CLARK
design editor

thedmnews@gmail.com

In early June Oxford, MS
was hit with over 16 inches of
rain, resulting in ﬂooding for
farmers in Lafayette county.
Nearly 30 percent higher than
the yearly average for rainfall
in North Mississippi, local
farmers were forced to make
adjustments in their harvest
timeline for crops such as corn
and soybeans.
“You always hear about
farmers begging for rain, not
having too much,” said Wes
Hatcher, a cattle farmer just
outside of Oxford. “We try to
plant and plan around when
the rain comes and having this
much can actually harm the
crops the same way having too
little can.”
The
United
States
Department of Agriculture
reports 605 total acres in
Mississippi are corn harvested
for grain, while 1,750 acres are
soybeans. Mississippi reports
the third largest amount of
acreage dedicated to cotton
farming with 1,120 acres behind
only Texas and Georgia.
“What people seem to
forget about farming is that our
yearly income and profit comes
from our crops,” said Robert
Libscomb, a farmer outside of
Oxford. “If we lose half of our
crop because they drowned,
our income is half of what we
need it to be.”
In the state of Mississippi,
planting for corn begins in late
March and concludes no later
than early June. Farmers have
only a few months of optimal
weather through the summer
until early September and
October when they have to
harvest their crops for sale. For
farmers that plant soybeans,
their timeline falls slightly
behind corn in that they are
planted in mid April and can
be harvested as late as early
December.
“A lot of us around here grow
both,” said Hatcher. “There are
a lot of reasons why we do this,
but they are two diﬀerent crops
and have two diﬀerent needs.”
Currently the price for a
bushel of corn is higher than
average at $6.84, while the
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A local farmer struggling with excess rainfall.
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corn and soybean fields to
recover. Farmers will begin
their harvesting process in
September and October.
“The only way to know for
sure how much crop will end up
being damaged is when we start
harvesting,” said Libscomb.
“I just have to hope it’s a very
small portion of my fields that
could not withstand the rain.”
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Oxford Olympians sent off in s

On Friday, July 16, members of the Oxford community lined North Lamar Boulevard and the Square to celebrate Sam Kendricks and Shelby McEwen’s upcomin
In addition to the two athletes, the parade featured the Oxford High School and Lafayette County High School cheerleaders, dance teams, bands, and JROTC.
North Lamar and circled the Square twice before concluding back down North Lamar. Both athletes paused periodically to take photos and sign autographs for s
The 2020 Tokyo Games will be the second Olympic pole vault appearance for Kendricks, who secured bronze in the 2016 games. McEwen will be making h
men’s high jump.

Clockwise from top left: Shelby McEwen points to the sky as the
parade rounds the square.
Top right: Sam Kendricks grins as supporters cheer.
Above: A young girl holding an American flag sits on her father’s
shoulders.
Far right:Families watch the parade proceed down North Lamar Blvd.
Right: The Oxford High School Chargerettes dance on the square.
Photos by HG Biggs

style

ng Olympic appearances.
The parade proceded up
supporters.
his Olympic debute in the
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Check out
thedmonline.com
for breaking news
on Oxford and the
Ole Miss campus.
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While you’re there,
sign up for The
Morning Briefing, our
newsletter with the
top news of the day.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
1- Estimator’s phrase;
5- Snow conveyances;
10- Ton, for one;
14- Stead;
15- Training group;
16- Walkman maker;
17- Rat-___;
18- Follows orders;
19- Kind of collar;
20- 8th president of
the U.S;
22- Flaming;
23- Winder for holding
flexible material;
24- Computer list;
26- Utopian;
29- Uneasy;
33- Born yesterday, so
to speak;
34- Aids;
35- Triple ___;
36- Team;
37- Choreographer Alvin;
38- In the Black?;
39- Before, poetically;
40- Bandleader Shaw;
41- Pick up;
42- Despotic;
44- Rendezvous;
45- Underground part of
a plant;
46- It’s used to walk
the dog;

48- From the top;
51- Cat’s stomach
accumulation;
55- Optical device;
56- Egg exterior;
58- Intestinal sections;
59- Start the pot;
60- Aggregate of
qualities that make good
character;
61- Cat’s nail;
62- How sweet ___!;
63- Cupressus;
64- Enervates;
DOWN
1- Norwegian king;
2- Comic Rudner;
3- Actor Connery;
4- Stand up to;
5- Cross the goal line;
6- Trademark;
7- Garden of ___;
8- Boring;
9- Paris possessive;
10- Handy;
11- Words of denial;
12- Are you ___ out?;
13- Actress Daly;
21- River to the Ubangi;
22- Farm dwellers;
24- Scuffle;
25- Catch a view of;

SOLUTION TO 7.14.21 PUZZLE

THE DM
CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!
OR

LOOK HERE
FOR AN AD!

TRYING TO SELL
SOMETHING?
LOOKING FOR A
NEW HOME?
NEED A JOB?

reduce reuse Recycle

26- Atlas feature;
27- Pyramid category;
28- Duck with soft down;
29- Museum piece;
30- Short literary
composition;
31- Prophets;
32- Meager;
34- Command to the
band;
37- Florence’s river;
38- Vigorous exercises;
40- By and by;
41- Interstellar dist.;

43- Comes to mind;
46- Seaport in the
Crimea;
47- Fuel transport;
48- Jai ___;
49- Fellow;
50- Not pro;
51- Attention;
52- ___ breve;
53- Jump;
54- Rules;
56- Pouch;
57- Charlemagne’s
realm: Abbr.;

your dm
SUDOKU©

Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CHALLENGING

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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Wagyu Beef and
Broccoli
The portion size is a bit too
small for its 30 dollar price
tag, and the beef was slightly
overcooked. 6.5/10

Thai Crab
Napoleon
“This tastes like nature.”
The portion size is again
slightly small for the 16 dollar
cost, but it was very tasty
overall. 7/10

Hibiscus
Lemonade
The menu says it is for four
people, but it can easily be
done by an enthusiastic two.
Presentation and taste are
top-notch. 10/10

New Asian fusion restaurant
hits the Square
LONDYN LORENZ

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

YUGO Oxford, a new Asian
fusion restaurant, opened this
summer on Jackson Avenue
on the Square in the building
that formerly housed Mesquite
Chop House. Run by the same
owners behind the Sipp on
South Lamar, YUGO features
dishes and drinks inspired by
cuisines across Asia, including
Chinese, Japanese, and Thaiinspired dishes.
The menu starts oﬀ with
dim sum, which translates to
“small plates,” and features
local ingredients alongside
Asian staples like wagyu beef
and bok choy.
The menu also features
various dumplings, wontons
and rolls. Highlights from this
section include a $30 wagyu
beef and broccoli dim sum
dish, lamb dumplings and
Thai crab napoleons.
Larger portions on the

menu include rice dishes,
noodle dishes and their
signature
plates.
Meals
include Thai chicken curry,
sweet and spicy chicken stirfry and “Korean fried chicken
five piece.”

Overall
Rating:
7.5/10
The menu also features
an extensive wine, sake and
cocktail list. The hibiscus
lemonade and the Miyazaki
cocktails were highlights on
the menu, coupled with an
overﬂowing wine and sake list.
To finish the meal, there
are four dessert options.
Our staﬀ ordered the molten
chocolate lava cake and the
ginger and chamomile creme

brulee, which were both very
ﬂavorful. The creme brulee
had a distinct gingerbread-like
taste that reminded our staﬀ of
Christmas, while the chocolate
cake was very rich and lush.
The staﬀ is incredibly
knowledgeable and attentive,
and the kitchen is quick. The
interior is well-decorated
with a ﬂower-covered ceiling
and an all-white interior with
purple accents and mirrors
around the room. The space
is relatively open, with booths
for privacy and a sectioned-oﬀ
bar.
My only complaints were
over-seasoning and uneven
cooking times, and the building
is currently surrounded by
construction, making the
restaurant hard to find. The
construction is not a fault to
the restaurant, however, and
the cooking inconsistencies
can be expected with new
restaurants and will likely be
remedied soon.

Lamb
Dumplings
The
lamb
was
slightly
overcooked and the sauce was
unexpectedly spicy. 6.5/10

Sweet and Spicy Chicken
Stir-Fry
“This was neither sweet
nor spicy.” The use of udon
noodles was surprising, but
the taste was enjoyable. 6.5/10

Fortune
Cookie
YUGO has unique fortune
cookies with Oxford- and Ole
Miss-themed messages. 10/10


Photos by HG Biggs
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